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Progress in Child Health, vol 1 J A Macfarlane (ed) pp 266 £12 ISBN 0-443-02791-9 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1984 There is a risk that, after a cursory glance, this book, the first volume in a series, will be dismissed as another 'update' on paediatrics or, even worse, a loose collection of chapters on the softer issues related to the care of sick children. Whilst it is both those, it is also far more. It is an attempt to put the scholarship and discipline into the practice of paediatrics of the future, to prepare paediatricians to emerge from the protective shell of hospital practice to tackle the wider and more important issues of providing specialist care to the family in the home. The topics selected in the main are current issues which need weightier review than is possible in the editorial or annotations ofjournals. With one or two exceptions, the information and ideas are not readily available elsewhere. Whilst many are concerned with health problems of children like late walking, squint, colour blindness, some discuss contentious issues like child abuse 1984, the whooping cough vaccine and the myth of bonding. Because the structure of the community services is undergoing review, there are inevitably sections on evaluation of various service approaches, which are complemented by an interesting chapter on parental perceptions of sickness in their children.
The book contains information of interest to health visitors, general practitioners and paediatricians, both hospital and community-based. The author, a psychologist, writes about his experience of working in a general hospital and in particular with patients in renal failure. He describes the problems and difficulties he encountered, reviews the extensive literature on this theme and suggests a useful framework for analysing these difficulties and for helping patients through them. Doctors, he believes, learn so quickly how to distance themselves from patients' emotional reactions that improvements in care can only come about through changes in approaches to nursing: he therefore addresses his book mainly to nurses.
The message of the book, however, ought to be of concern to all clinicians, and I commend it to them. -89838-643-8 Boston: Martinus Nijhoff 1984 This book is composed of a series of 21 chapters, each dealing with some aspect of the antivirals or interferon. It begins with the simplest overview of present knowledge concerning antiviral activities from Y Becker, and ends with a massive statement, some 76 pages alone, from M Revel on interferons. This is a book described as the molecular basis of the mode of action of drugs, but one looks in vain for the familiar sequencing of the bases of polypeptide segnents. Maybe this is because formulae replace the latter in the case of drugs.
Pride of place is given first to the anti-herpes drugs, with whole chapters on aranucleotides, thymidine kinases, acyclovir, BVDU, FIAC, herpes-virus specified DNA polypeptides and Foscarnet. These are full of chemistry and the
